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terrorism security training. By significantly
cutting my request for funds to support East-
ern Europe and voluntary peacekeeping, the
bill also fails to provide the resources needed
to implement a lasting peace in Kosovo and
the Balkans and to bring our troops home
from that region as quickly as possible.

In addition, Congress should not maintain
the unnecessary restrictions on international
family planning. We should not impose limi-
tations on foreign nongovernmental organi-
zations’ use of their own money or their abil-
ity to participate in the democratic process
in their own country. The bill also fails to
provide sufficient funding for international
family planning and other USAID develop-
ment activities, thereby inhibiting our efforts
to increase development assistance to Africa
and Latin America. As this bill moves for-
ward, I call on Congress to address the nu-
merous and serious problems in it and to
produce a foreign operations bill I can sign.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 7330—Captive Nations
Week, 2000
July 14, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
When President Eisenhower signed the

first Captive Nations Week Proclamation in
1959, the fate of freedom around the world
was still far from certain. While the United
States and our Allies had defeated Adolf
Hitler and the Axis Powers in World War
II, a partitioned Berlin stood as a bleak sym-
bol of a divided Europe, and millions
throughout Asia, Africa, and South America
continued to suffer under communist and au-
thoritarian regimes.

Today, as we embark on a new century,
democracy is on the rise across the globe.
More than half the world’s people live under
governments of their own choosing. The Iron
Curtain has been lifted, allowing the light of
liberty into the nations of Central and East-
ern Europe. Democratic rule has swept
through the countries of Latin America, re-

placing abusive military regimes with elected
civilian governments. And in Africa and Asia,
many nations have finally gained independ-
ence.

This rising tide of freedom is no accident
of history; it was achieved through the cour-
age, determination, and sacrifice of millions
of men and women here in America and in
captive nations around the world. Whether
speaking out in the halls of the United Na-
tions for those silenced by oppressive re-
gimes, standing guard through frigid nights
on the DMZ in Korea, or sharing the fruits
of liberty through the Peace Corps, genera-
tions of Americans have made sure that our
country is an ally and source of hope for all
people yearning for freedom and dignity.
Around the globe, freedom-loving people
have risked and often sacrificed their lives
to end oppression, whether uniting against
tyranny through the Solidarity movement in
Poland or defying intimidation and violence
to vote in free elections in El Salvador and
Nicaragua.

The tide keeps turning toward democracy,
human rights, and free market economies.
Yet there remain tyrants who use brutality,
ethnic cleansing, guns, and prisons to silence
voices of reason and tolerance within their
countries. As a Nation born of the ideals of
freedom, justice, and human dignity, Amer-
ica has a solemn obligation to continue
speaking out on behalf of these still-captive
nations and their people and lend them our
support. We draw strength for this task from
the knowledge that our cause is right and
inspiration from the people of former captive
nations who are flourishing today.

The Congress, by Joint Resolution ap-
proved July 17, 1959 (73 Stat. 212), has au-
thorized and requested the President to issue
a proclamation designating the third week in
July of each year as ‘‘Captive Nations Week.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clin-
ton,President of the United States of Amer-
ica, do hereby proclaim July 16 through July
22, 2000, as Captive Nations Week. I call
upon the people of the United States to ob-
serve this week with appropriate ceremonies
and activities and to rededicate ourselves to
the principles of freedom, human rights, and
self-determination for all the peoples of the
world.
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In Witness Whereof,I have hereunto set
my hand this fourteenth day of July, in the
year of our Lord two thousand, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., July 18, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on July 19. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Review of Title III of the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996
July 14, 2000

Dearlllll:
Pursuant to subsection 306(c)(2) of the

Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (Public Law 104–
114), (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby determine and
report to the Congress that suspension for
6 months beyond August 1, 2000, of the right
to bring an action under title III of the Act
is necessary to the national interests of the
United States and will expedite a transition
to democracy in Cuba.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jesse Helms,
chairman, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., ranking mem-
ber, Senate Committee on Foreign Relations; Ted
Stevens, chairman, and Robert C. Byrd, ranking
member, Senate Committee on Appropriations;
Benjamin A. Gilman, chairman, and Sam
Gejdenson, ranking member, House Committee
on International Relations; and C.W. Bill Young,
chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking member,
House Committee on Appropriations. This item
was not received in time for publication in the
appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
July 15, 2000

Good morning. Today I want to talk about
what we as a nation must do to keep our

economic expansion going and extend its
benefits to every American.

For more than 7 years now, our Nation
has followed a course of fiscal discipline that
has paid tremendous dividends for the Amer-
ican people. We made tough choices, cut our
deficits, paid down our debt. We’ve strength-
ened and extended the life of Social Security
and Medicare. And we made the investments
that matter most for America’s future in edu-
cation, in health care, in the environment,
in science and technology, and in targeted
tax cuts.

But in recent weeks, the Republicans in
Congress have done an about-face on our
strategy of fiscal discipline. Having already
passed more than half a trillion dollars in
reckless tax cuts, this week they passed a fis-
cally irresponsible plan to repeal the entire
estate tax. Its costs would explode to $750
billion after 10 years. And every year fully
half its benefits would go to just 3,000 fami-
lies.

But they haven’t been able to provide an
affordable Medicare prescription drug ben-
efit for tens of millions of Americans. They
haven’t been able to add even a day to the
life of Social Security or Medicare. They
haven’t done anything new to improve our
schools, increase the minimum wage, expand
health insurance coverage for children or
parents whose children have coverage, or
even to pass a meaningful Patients’ Bill of
Rights. And now they seem ready to give up
on our bipartisan plan to use Social Security
and Medicare surpluses for debt reduction.
All these actions are serving special interests,
not our national interest.

As we look to the future, if we want to
keep this economic expansion going, we have
got to keep fiscal discipline at the forefront.
That’s why I want to stay on track to pay
off our national debt by 2012. That’s why we
should dedicate Social Security surpluses to
paying down the debt and use savings from
debt reduction to extend the life of Social
Security to 2057. Also, I support Vice Presi-
dent Gore’s proposal to take Medicare funds
out of the budget as well, and to use savings
from debt reduction to help extend the life
of the Medicare Trust Fund out beyond
2030.
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